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but either failed to carry them out, or carried them
out in such a manner that they only damaged his
position.

For instance, the idea of counterbalancing the
power of the great nobles by raising to an equality
with them, men who should owe their fortune to his
favour was not impolitic. .But Henry chose such
minions as Villequier, and the son-in-law of this
wife-murderer, the not less infamous D'O, recom-
mended only by a common taste for debauch-
ery. His great favourites, fipernon and Joyeusc
were indeed men of a different stamp ; the former
especially did him good service. But that service
was more than counterbalanced by the discredit
and the reputation for weakness which the King
incurred by his foolish fondness and profusion.
Almost everything depended on the personal im-
pression made by the King and on the practice of a
wise economy. But Henry III. threw money away
with both hands, wasting it in frivolous, indecent,
but most costly feasts, squandering it on the minis-
ters of his pleasures, buying curiosities and precious
stones at absurd prices,

He was In many ways very jealous of his royal
dignity, and endeavoured to introduce into his Court
the stately ceremonial of Spanish etiquette. But
since this to some extent restricted the crowded
publicity in which the French kings had been accus-
tomed to pass their lives, the innovations he made
were generally unpopular; and the worst interpreta-
tion was put upon the King's supposed desire to
avoid the observation of his subjects. To a modern